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GRIMBALL OF EDISTO ISLAND 

Compiled by Mabel L. Webber 

Paul Grimball, an English merchant, came to the Province of 
South Carolina in Feb. 1682; on April 10, 1681, Lord Shaftesbury 
and two others of the Lords Proprietors, address a communica- 
tion to the Governor and Council, containing among other things, 
a commission to grant 3000 acres of land to "Mr. Paul Grimball, 
Merchant bound for Ashley River to settle there." 1 

In March 1682/3 he had a warrant for land on Cooper River 
bounding on land already purchased by him from Samuel Bos- 
wood 2 and in October 1683, he received a warrant for 600 acres 
due him for arrival of self -and servants; he became a Proprietor's 
deputy in 1683 ; 3 settled on Edisto Island, where in 1686 his house 
with that of Governor Morton, was sacked by the Spaniards 4 . 

He was Secretary of the Province by 1683 and in October 1688 
was appointed Receiver General and Escheator; 6 was a member of 
the committee to consider the modification of the Fundamental 
Constitution in July 1687; was disqualified by Seth Sothell from 
holding office in 1690, and was sent to jail and forcibly dispossessed 
of the records intrusted to him because he would not deliver the 

1 S. C. Hist. Soc. Coll. v. 1, p. 104. 
2 Warrants for Lands in S. C. 
3 McCrady, 1671-1719, p. 210. 
« Ibid, p. 216. 
5 S. C. H. Soc. Coll. v. 1, p. 120. 

1 
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seal used for granting lands; 6 Grimball in his petition to the Gover- 
nor and Council 7 recites the outrages committed by Sothell and 
his followers, and among other things states that William Chap- 
man, the constable at CharlesTown with seven others from 
Berkley County went to the petitioners house on "Edistoh" 
Island Colleton County "forty miles by water" on February 3, 
1691, entered his house with clubs, frightening Mrs. Grimball and 
the family, making the search upon the pretence of hunting for 
public papers and records, from there they went to the house of 
Mr. John Hamilton "your Petr's sonn in Law" a mile distant, and 
searched his house under the same pretense. 8 

The Proprietors granted Grimball a new commission in May 
1691. 9 In April 1693 they wrote to Col. Ludwell transmitting to 
Mr. Grimball a power to appoint and remove Judges or Sheriffs of 
the counties at pleasure; they also stated that Mr. Grimball com- 
plained that he was obliged to stay in town longer than is needful, 
and requested that the duties of his office be made as little irk- 
some as possible. 10 The Proprietors wrote to Mr. Grimball June 
28, 1695 concerning the appointment of Archdale as Governor, 
and Grimball in his will, proved February 20, 1696, requests that 
a ring be given to Gov. Archdale as a token of respect. 

Paul Grimball made his will December 13, 1696, as Paul Grim- 
ball Esq; of Edisto Island, Colleton County; a full abstract was 
printed in this Magazine, vo. XI, page 55. He mentions his wife 
Mary, sons Thomas and John, daughter Providence Grimball, 
daughters Mary Hamilton and Ann Linkley; son-in-law Christo- 
pher Linkley; the lands mentioned in his will were on Edisto; 
1600 acres to his wife for life, and then to his son, Thomas; 
400 acres to his daughter Linkley; there is no mention of lands to 
any of his other children. He had formerly owned lands on 
Cooper river the plantation known later as Wraggs or Marsh- 
land, n but sold during his life time. 

Mary Grimball, wife of Paul, mentioned several times in the 
records and Statutes at large as Madam Mary Grimball, was 

5 Ibid, p. 125. 

7 Warrants for Lands, 1692-1711, p. 198. 

8 Ibid, p. 200. 
oS.C.H.Soc. ColLv. l,p. 126. 

10 Ibid., p. 131. 

11 This Magazine, v. XIX, p. 54. 
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living in 1711, when she was made guardian of her grand-son 

Christopher Linkley, 12 but was dead by 1720, when her son Thomas 

made his will; Mary Grimball left a will but it is now missing. 

Paul Grimball the first and his wife Mary had issue: 

2. i. Mary Grimball, married to John Hamilton, deputy 

Secretary of the Province, and had three children 

by 1695, when John Hamilton of Edisto Island 

registered a stock mark for them; Hamilton was 

a member of the House of Assembly in 1696, and 

1698, and is mentioned in 1696 as Capt. John 

Hamilton. There is some evidence that he was 

the John Hamilton who came out with Lord 

Cardross and William Dunlap, but this would 

have to be proved. 13 Mary Hamilton died before 

her husband, and he married next Dorothy 

, who administered upon his estate 

November 6, 1707; after his death she married 
Thomas Ogle of Edisto Island, survived him also, 
and died leaving a will dated 1719 which mentions 
among others, her son-in-law Paul Hamilton. 14 

Of the children of John Hamilton, only three are 
known to be by Mary Grimball: i. Mary Hamilton, 
born before 1695, married first about 1705, John 
Wilkins, who died in 1730, she then married Archi- 
bald Neal, 15 John Wilkins and Mary Hamilton had 
issue several children, among them Paul Wilkins, 
mentioned in the will of his uncle Paul Hamilton, 
ii. Paul Hamilton, born before 1695, married 
Martha Bower, daughter of William Bower and his 
wife Martha Hext; "Paul Hamilton died about 
March 1738/9 when his will was proved, his wife 
had predeceased him; their children were Paul, 
John, Archibald, daughters Martha" and Dorcas; 
Paul was a Tory, and died in England about 
1799, leaving no issue; Dorcas and John seem 

12 Probate Court, 1687-1710, p. 175. 

13 S. C. H. Soc. Coll. v. 1, p. 93, Art. 30, 35, 37. 
"ProbtCt. 1722-24, p. 57. 

16 St. Andrews Reg. 
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to have died young, Martha married Rev. John 
McLeod, and Archibald (1736-1766) married 
Rebecca daughter of- Ezekial Branford, and was 
the father of Paul Hamilton, Governor of S. C, 
and Secretary of the Navy. iii. Ann Hamilton, 
born before 1695; married first before 1713, David 
Loughton; no issue; married 2d. George Barnet, 
one daughter Ann Barnet; married 3d. before 1717, 
David Hext, and had five daughters 16 ; her daughter 
Ann Barnet married in 1731, Charles Codner 17 and 
had Richard, born 1732, Grace, born 1742, married 
John Ash, Charles, born 1734, Sabina, born 1735, 
married William Elliott, Providence married 1761, 
Joseph Eddings, Ann. 
3. ii Ann Grimball daughter of Paul and Mary, married first 
Christopher Linkley 18 who died in 1699, for in that 
year his Mother Mary Linkley, in England, gives 
power of attorney to collect a legacy left her by her 
son. 19 Christopher Linkley and Ann Grimball had 
at least one child, Christopher, a minor in 1706, when 
Lawrence Dennis and Thomas Grimball were 
appointed his guardians; this second Christopher 
Linkley married Sarah Jones and died before 1719, 
for his widow made her will in that year 20 
mentioning children, but not by name; Christopher 
Linkley 3d. married Mary Holman in 1735 21 and 
died in 1740. Ann Grimball widow of Christopher 
Linkley, married second before 1699 Charles Oding- 
sell, deputy secretary of the Province under Paul 
Grimball; their children, so far as known, were, 1, 
Mary married first Samuel Jones and had issue, 
married second Capt. Ebenezer Simmons, no issue 
2, Ann Odingsell 1706-1754, married first 1724, 

16 This Magazine, v. VI, p. 36, 37. 

17 St. Philips Reg. 

18 Will of first Paul Grimball, see above. 

19 Probate Court, 1697-1710. 

20 Ibid. 1671-1727, p. 119. 

21 St. Andrekis Reg. 
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John Smith, an English merchant, and second 
Benjamin D 'Harriett, also a merchant 22 no issue 
by either husband; 3, Charles Odingsell, minor in 
1718, when his half-brother Christopher Linkley was 
appointed his guardian 23 died on a trip to Savannah 
about 1740 leaving issue, Charles, Mary, and possi- 
bly others. 24 Ann Grimball seems to have married 
for a third husband, Lawrence Dennis, who after- 
wards married her sister Providence. 25 
4. iii. Providence Grimball, daughter of Paul and Mary, un- 
married when her father made his will in 1695; she 
married first Lawrence Dennis, 26 and second, Novem- 
ber 25, 1733, Rib ton Hutchinson; she had no issue. 
Lawrence Dennis left a will now missing, but from 
recitals, we find that he left land to Paul Grimball, 
his nephew by marriage. 

Providence Hutchinson made her will 9 Jan- 
uary, 1755, proved 27 February, 1756; mentioning 
many of her friends and relations; she speaks of her 
husband Ribton Hutchinson and marriage settle- 
ment with him; the Antopedo Baptist church, 
400 Pounds, and her silver tankard, nephew John 

22 St. Philips Reg. 

23 Probate Ct. 1711-1718, p. 91. 

24 ". . . . Mr. Odingsell, who was an Inhabitant of Carolina, and 
had been a great Benefactor to the infant Colony of Georgia .... hav- 
ing come to Savannah to see how the Colony succeeded .... being 
abroad some time after it was Night, as he was going to his Lodgings was taken 
up in the Street for a Stroller, carried to the Guard House, and threatened with 
the Stocks and Whipping-Post; the Terror and Fright of which .... 
threw him into a high Fever .... he was carried aboard his Boat in 
order to be sent Home, and died in the Way some where about Dawfuskee 
Sound." Narrative of the Colony of Georgia, Charles-Town: P. Timothy, 1741, 
p. 35. 

25 Mesne Conveyance Off. F, p. 100, 31 Dec, 1726: Lawrence Dennis and 
Providence his wife, deed of gift, lot no. 35 in Chas'tn. to Benjamin d'Harriett 
Jr. and Ann his wife "our daughter." Mrs. Providence Dennis afterwards 
mentions Benj. d'Harriett and his wife and nephew and niece. As we know 
that d'Harriett married Anne Odingsell, widow of John Smith, the explana- 
tion seem to be that Lawrence Dennis had first married Anne Odingsell, widow, 
sister of Providence Grimball, and thus Anne d'Harriett was his step daughter. 

26 Will of first Paul Grimball. 



6 SO. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE 

Jones, neices Elizabeth Baynard, and Providence 
Grimball "who lives with me" daughters of her 
nephew Paul Grimball deceased. Nephew Joshua 
Grimball; neice Mary Simmons now wife of Capt. 
Ebenezer Simmons and her four children,. Samuel 
Jones, Mary Broughton, John Jones and Charles 
Jones; neice Mary Simmons and then her daughter 
Mary Broughton, the mourning ring "I had for my 
Mother;" Sister Sarah Pitman, in Manchester New 
England, and her daughter Elizabeth [a sister of 
Lawrence Dennis] 

Late nephew Paul Grimball and his eight children 
not named; Nephew Thomas Grimball and his four 
children [not named] Nephew Joshua and his five 
children; neice Rebecca Grimball; children of 
nephew Isaac Grimball deceased, all under age; 
neice Sabina Elliott, wife of William Elliott; three 
neices Ann Codner, Providence Godner, and Grace 
Codner; Mrs. Mary Baker, widow of Capt. Francis 
Baker; kinsman Thomas Hutchinson; nephew Ben- 
jamin D 'Harriett, "mourning ring I had for my late 
husband" and 500 pounds; residue to all the chil- 
dren of three nephews, Paul Grimball Esq; deceased. 
Thomas Grimball, and Isaac Grimball deceased. 

5. iv. John Grimball, mentioned in the will of his father; John 

Grimball, of Charlestown, Hatter, made his will 
11 Feb. 1722/3, leaving James Ellis his sole 
executor; Benjamin Cotell to have all his hat- 
makers tools. Sons Samuel and John Grimball to 
have all his property if they come to Carolina within 
a year and a day; 27 the records show nothing further 
concerning John GrimbalPs descendants. 

6. v. Thomas Grimball, son of Paul and Mary, and the ancestor 

of all the GrimbalPs of the name in South Carolina; 
he married first before 1707, Elizabeth, daughter of 
William Adams; 28 married second, August 8, 1722, 
Sarah, widow of William Pert, a Baptist minister; 

« Probt. Ct. 1722-24, p. 110. 
28 This Magazine, v. XIII, p. 58. 
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no issue by this marriage; she married next, in 
1724, Samuel Scriven, and after his death, Dr. 
George Smith, a son of the second Landgrave, and 
died in Philadelphia. 
Thomas Grimball and his wife Elizabeth Adams has issue 

7. i. Paul Grimball, died about 1750 

8. ii. Thomas Grimball, died after 1783 

9. iii. Joshua Grimball, died 1757 
10. iv. Isaac Grimball, died 1752. 

Thomas Grimball of Edisto Island left a will, 
dated 26 October, 1721, proved Feb. 7, 1722; leaves 
wife Sarah for widowhood, use of his plantation 
where. he lives; personal estate in to three equal 
parts, one third to wife for life, then to all his sons. 
The other two thirds to his four sons, Paul, Thomas, 
Joshua and Isaac, when the younger sons are 21, 
son Paul to receive his share immediately three 
younger sons to be maintained out of labor of their 
respective slaves, stock of horses, cattle &c. 

"All possible Endeavours be used to give each of 
my Children a competent measure of learning and 
education, at least that they may be taught to read 
perfect English, write a legible hand fitt for public 
business or office, and Arithmetick through the 
rule of Fellowship. " 

Son Paul, after death of Wife Sarah, plantation 
where testator lived, 1000 acres; to son Thomas, 
500 acres on Port Royal island; 

Son Joshua remaining part of the tract where he 
lived, situated on Burned House Creek; to son 
Isaac Grimball land on Edisto Island, 290 acres 
adjoining Lawrence Dennis and Thomas Parmenter, 
a grant from Gov. Moore; wife Sarah and son Paul 
to be executors. Joseph Sealey, Edmond Puysley, 
Chas. Odingsell, Joseph Sealey Jr. and Daniel McFar- 
land, witnesses. 29 

29 Probt. Ct. 1722-24, p. 79. 

(To be continued) 



